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At the period of his accession Akbar was not much
more than twelve years of age. He reigned for more
than half a century. Brave, enlightened, humane, he
occupies the foremost place among the sovereigns of his
race. Making allowance for his age and his surround-
ings, he is, perhaps, one of the greatest rulers that
history records.
Akbar enlarged and reconstructed the fort; the pre-
sent walls and gateways are of his erection, as also, I
believe, are those massive ranges of buildings now used
as magazines. Of his palace only a few crumbling walls
now remain. Akbar, though he rebuilt the fort, did not
much reside in it; he spent most of his time in campaigns
and in progresses through his vast dominions. His chief
permanent residence was at Puttehpore Secree, a village
some two-and-twenty miles to the west of Agra. There
he erected a palace, the chief buildings of which are
still^ in nearly perfect preservation. There may be seen
his bed-chamber, a small apartment standing alone,
hardly larger than a closet, the terrace of black and
white marble on which he played chess, the pieces being
the girls of the Zenana,- in dresses of white and green ;
and the hall with passages in the walls, constructed for
the princesses and their companions to amuse themselves
in with the game of ' hide and seek.'
The memory of Akbar is revered by the natives, es-
pecially by the Hindoos; many traditions are still current
regarding him, but none that I know of are connected
with the fort.
Akbar was succeeded by his son Jehangire, whoso
birth was supposed to be miraculous. Akbar for a long
time was childless; to obtain offspring he implored the
prayers of the saint Gholam Chistee 5 one evening the
saint summoned the Emperor, and addressing him said,